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March 23rd Spring Auction/Dinner Meeting

Get out your spring clothes and invite your friends/family for a fun night out at the March 23 Zonta Spring 
Convention Auction at Clovernook Country Club! The Spring Auction raises funds to send our club delegates to 
Zonta International Conventions. Please bring one nice, unwrapped silent auction item and one nicely wrapped 
item of lesser value to be raffled off. Thanks to Melanie Hoffman for organizing the auction and raffle! The 
Nominating Committee will present their report and we will cover usual club business.  

Service Opportunities

The Service Committee met on March 2 - here are the highlights:

Everybody’s Birthday Party at Bethany House - Wednesday, March 29

Jean Beirise, Melanie Hoffman & Pat Jude will join Subcommittee Chair Laura Delaney in throwing our first 
bash of the year for the children staying at Bethany House. Bethany House provides a sanctuary for homeless 
families in need of help to achieve stable housing and income. ZCC has been a longstanding supporter of Betha-
ny House for many years. Thanks to Laura Delaney and all our members who have given their time and treasure 
for these families. We will be hosting three additional parties throughout 2017 (Wednesdays 7pm), on May 17, 
July 19, and October 18. If you would like to provide food for a party (cake, ice cream, or drinks) or would like to 
participate in an event, contact Laura (513.922.4851 or ldelaney@zonta-cinti.org).  

Birthing Kit Assembly Day - Saturday, May 13

This date is different than the one reported in the February edition of ZonTalk, so please mark your calendars  
and stay tuned for more detailed information as we get closer to the date. Also, note that the location has 
changed this year to the Forest Dale Church of Christ, 504 West Kemper Road in Forest Park. Many volunteers 
are needed as many hands make light work and we are planning on assembling at least 500 birthing kits and 
possibly up to 180 newborn kits. Jane Wiehe (513.505.0330; jwiehe@zonta-cinti.org) & Dawn Trammel 
(513.829.5121; fred459@zoomtown.com) do a terrific job as project leaders. Contact them for more information 
or to volunteer. 

Upcoming Service Projects. . .

Projects in the idea/planning stages for the very active Service Committee include the Purple Light Walk (Sep-
tember 29) on Fountain Square, a baby shower for expectant and new mothers at First Step Home sometime this 
Spring, and a new Engagement Initiative event for later in the fall. The committee is also working on a “Time for 
You” project for the women at Women Helping Women. The idea is to assemble 100 bags containing essential 
personal care products that could be distributed to new arrivals in residential treatment housing. Planning is 
underway to possibly include this as an activity for our June retreat. So, mark your calendars now for the Purple 
Light Walk and stay tuned for more information on the other projects, and how you can support and participate 
in them. Interested in learning more about the Service Committee? Please contact Committee Chair Verna Tuttle 
(513.460.1589; vernaandbill@yahoo.com). In addition to Verna, other members of the committee include Pres-
ident Pat Jude, Jean Beirise, Cathy Bruckert, Glenda Carota, Laura Delaney, Nan Hatch, Melinda Hepfner, 
Melanie Hoffman, Valerie Landell, Connie Roesch, Terri Purtee-Stein & Gretchen Webb. 
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Advocacy Corner 

President Pat Jude has appointed members Glenda Carota & Connie Kingsbury to fill open positions of Advo-
cacy Chairs. As usual, they are on top of things. Recently Glenda sent advocacy information to members.  

From the Twinsburg Bulletin - (legislation to assist victims of dating violence):

“The Ohio House moved legislation February 28 that would enable victims of dating violence to seek protection 
orders against their attackers. HB 1 passed on a unanimous vote and heads to the Ohio Senate for further con-
sideration…. Victims of domestic violence are already able to seek court-issued civil protection orders, but the 
current definition in state law does not include dating violence. HB 1 adds the latter to state code and outlines 
the court procedures for obtaining protection orders to such cases. 
Additionally, the legislation would require the attorney general’s office to include information about dating vi-
olence protection orders in pamphlets outlining the rights of crime victims that are distributed to victims, their 
family members, and dependents. Ohio is currently one of two states that does not extend protection orders in 
cases of dating violence.”

Purple Light Walk(PLW) - Friday, September 29

This year there will be a support booth at the resource fair for victims/survivors of domestic violence, and advo-
cates in the crowd available for support (identified so they are easy to find). There may be counselors and activi-
ties to help children. Service Committee Chair Verna Tuttle is our representative on the planning committee and 
ZCC is again a sponsor. Other organizations include Women Helping Women, YWCA of Greater Cincinnati, 
Talbert House, Women’s Crisis Center, & Cincinnati Police Department. 
The 2017 PLW goals are: (1) Create a trauma-informed space for survivors of Gender-Based Violence (GBV); (2) 
host a family-friendly event; (3) inspire activism and give people action tools for GBV; (4) give survivors of GBV 
tools to help themselves to be safe; (5) give participants ideas to get other people in their lives involved in the 
issue of GBV; (5) provide resources on financial self-sufficiency; (6) host an intersectional event. The next plan-
ning committee meeting will be held on 3/9 at the YWCA.

Human Trafficking Awareness Day in Columbus
Members Laura Delaney, Nan Hatch, Ellen  Spaeth, 
Terri Purtee-Stein & Verna Tuttle attended the 8th 
Annual Human Trafficking Awareness Day at the 
Statehouse in Columbus, February 2. The Zonta Club 
of Columbus had a table at the event. Several members 
from the Zonta Club of Findlay also attended. See the 
picture of all three clubs. The morning session covered 
legislative progress to date. The two afternoon sessions 
addressed legal aspects of human trafficking enforce-
ment and prevention and also the topic from social 
workers’ points of view. One important point made 
was that many rescued human trafficking victims do 
not testify against their perpetrators due to not having 
some place safe to stay during the legal process. 

Thanks to Ellen Spaeth, Nan Hatch, Verna Tuttle, 
Terri Purtee-Stein & Laura Delaney for representing 
ZCC at the Human Traffic Awareness Day in February 



Updates from the Service Fund Board

Round 1 Grants Process 

The Round 1 Grants deadline was March 1, 2017. We received two applications for grants, one from Cradle 
Cincinnati/Cincinnati Children’s and one from North Fairmount Community Center. While we were hoping to 
award four (4) $500 grants to eligible non-profits, we are happy to have received these two high quality applica-
tions in our inaugural round. Cradle Cincinnati is requesting funds for its smoking cessation program for preg-
nant women, and North Fairmount Community Center is requesting funds to support its Helping Hands Dona-
tion Center. The Service Fund Board will evaluate these two applications at its next meeting and will be making 
recommendations to the full membership in the next month or so.  
Applications for Round 2 are accepted now through September 1, 2017, and we are really counting on our mem-
bers to spread the word to those non-profit partners in our community that provide service projects which sup-
port the mission, vision, and values of Zonta International and the ZCC. Details about our new grant program as 
well as an application form can be found on our website (www.zonta.cinti/grant-program).
Sponsorship of Upcoming Events

The Service Fund Board approved sponsorships for two upcoming events:
1 -Three hundred dollars ($300) was approved to sponsor the Visiting Nurse Association Caring Awards Cele-
bration on Thursday, April 6, 2017 at the Hyatt Regency, downtown Cincinnati. This celebration honors two out-
standing individuals who advance health and wellness in our community. This year’s honorees are Trey Devey, 
President of the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra and Cincinnati Pops, and John Morris Russell, conductor of 
the Cincinnati Pops. More information about the event is available at www.thevna.org/caring-awards/.
2 -Three hundred dollars ($300) was also approved for the Woman’s City Club’s National Speaker Forum on 
Thursday, April 20, 7:00 p.m. in the Hall of Mirrors at the Hilton Cincinnati Netherland Plaza, downtown Cin-
cinnati. This year’s speaker is Maria Hinojosa, award winning journalist, anchor and executive producer of Lati-
no USA on National Public Radio, a public radio show devoted to Latino issues. She will be speaking on the issue 
of “Latinos and Immigration: the US Mambo”. As part of our sponsorship, the ZCC will receive 10 tickets to the 
event, valued at $40 each. If you are interested in attending, contact Connie Roesch (croesch@zonta-cinti.org). 
Tickets will be distributed on a first come, first serve basis in the order of request and are reserved for members 
only. Please only request tickets if you are committed to attending the event. Visit https://womanscityclub.org/
programs/national-speaker-forum/ for more information or to purchase additional tickets. 
Members of the Service Fund Board are President Pat Jude (Chair), President-Elect and Service Committee 
Chair Verna Tuttle, Treasurer Lori Burkhardt, & Directors Connie Roesch, Donna Seitz & Gretchen Webb. 

Scholarship Updates

Young Women in Public Affairs (YWPA) - ZCC WINNER Announced!
The Scholarship Committee, chaired by Gretchen Webb (513.233.2974; gtwebb@cinci.rr.com) is pleased to an-
nounce its selection of Isabella Thom, a senior at Highlands High School in Ft. Thomas, Kentucky for the 2017 
YWPA award. Isabella will receive a $500 award from the ZCC, and she now moves forward to compete for the 
District award of $1000. District winners are then eligible to win $5,000 at the international level.  
The Young Women in Public Affairs Award is a Zonta International program, funded by the Zonta International 
Foundation. The goal of the award is to encourage more young women to participate in public affairs by recog-
nizing a commitment to the volunteer sector, evidence of volunteer leadership achievements, and a dedication to 
empowering women worldwide through service and advocacy.  
The Scholarship Committee is so impressed with Isabella! Just one example of her accomplishments: as a high 
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school student, she founded an after-school program (She Became) that facilitates confidence and leadership 
skills in young girls at risk to drop out of high school. Next year, this program that she founded will be offered in 
at least 6 school districts in 4 states. Isabella plans to pursue a double major in Public Policy and Public Health 
with a minor in Psychology when she begins her college career this Fall.  
You will be hearing lots more about Ms. Thom as we follow her progress through the District competition and 
communicate more of her accomplishments. She is a very impressive young woman and very worthy of the 
YWPA award.
Jane M. Klausman Women in Business Scholoarship Accepting Applications

ZCC is now accepting applications for the Jane M. Klausman Women (JMK) in Business Scholarship. Applica-
tions can be downloaded at http:/www.zonta-cinti.org/about4 and are due to Gretchen Webb, (513.233.2974 or 
gtwebb@cinci.rr.com), Chair of the Scholarship Committee by May 15, 2017.  
Women of any age pursuing an accredited business or business-related program who demonstrate outstanding 
potential in the field are eligible and encouraged to apply. The scholarships are open to women enrolled in at 
least the second year of an undergraduate program throughout the final year of a Master’s program in business, 
leading to a business management career. ZCC will award $500 to its winner, and then that recipient will be 
forwarded to District 5 for district-wide competition and recognition with the possibility of an additional $1,000 
scholarship. District JMK winners will then be forwarded to Zonta International for further consideration. 
Twelve (12) international scholarships of $7,000 each will be awarded at the ZI level. 
All members of the ZCC are encouraged to advertise this scholarship opportunity throughout their professional 
and social networks. This is the absolute best way for our club to receive quality candidates. For more informa-
tion, contact Gretchen. PR&C Chair Terri Purtee-Stein has prepared a press release to be distributed in late 
March publicizing this $500 club scholarship. 

Membership Committee 
Membership Committee Chair Dawn Trammell met with committee members Donna Seitz, Glenda Carota & 
Terri Purtee-Stein on February 7 to discuss upcoming committee activities and meetings. All agreed that a New 
Member Orientation is due and have set the date for Saturday, April 8 at 9:30 in Donna Seitz’s American Insurnet 
office (644 Linn Street, #1100, Cincinnati, OH 45203-1734). The next committee meeting will be on Tuesday, 
April 4 at 11:00 am at the Bronte Bistro located inside Joseph-Beth Booksellers in Rookwood to finalize details 
for the orientation, select a date for the next social meeting, and discuss committee business. The newly format-
ted member roster (or directory) is nearly ready to distribute thanks to members Pat Jude, Debbie Weber & 
Ellen Spaeth. Contact Chair Dawn Trammell (fred459@zoomtown or 513.829.5121) or Vice Chair Janet Bender 
(janet_bender@aol.com or call 513.353.2933) if you’re interested in joining this important committee.

ZI Celebrates International Women’s Day

International Women’s Day was celebrated on March 8 as a global day celebrating the social, economic, cultural, 
and political achievements of women. This year the United Nations theme was Women in the Changing World 
of Work: Planet 50-50 by 2030. The backdrop of this theme is that only 50% of working age women are repre-
sented globally in the labor force compared to 76% of men. Additionally, an overwhelming majority of women 
are working in lower-paid, lower-skilled occupations with little or no social protection. The UN observance of 
International Women’s Day encourages us to Step It Up for Gender Equality by ensuring that the world of work 
really does work for all women.  
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Each year, in honor of International Women’s Day, the Zonta International Foundation celebrates Rose Day.  
Donations to the Rose Fund enable Zonta to continue supporting projects and programs that help women 
achieve a life free of violence and empower them to overcome gender barriers that hinder their access to health, 
education, and professional resources. 
“Women’s rights are human rights. But in these troubled times, as our world becomes more unpredictable and 
chaotic, the rights of women and girls are being reduced, restricted and reversed. Empowering women and girls 
is the only way to protect their rights and make sure they can realize their full potential.” UN Secretary – Gener-
al’s message for the 2017 International Women’s Day

2017 Wine & Dine  

Saturday Evening, September 16th - Honoree Dr. Lakshmi Kode Sammarco

The 2017 W&D Committee is kicking into gear to make this year’s event even better! Once again, the event will 
be held at the Sharonville Convention Center on Saturday, September 16, 2017. Tickets will be $80 each to cover 
the cost of increased food prices. We will be honoring Hamilton County Coroner Dr. Lakshmi Kode Sammarco 
with the Zonta Club of Cincinnati Marian de Forest Award.
Can You Contribute Some Fun Items to the Auction or Raffle? 
Laura Delaney is once again chairing the Silent Auction subcommittee and hopes to collect 25 baskets or items. 
In the very near future she will be sending out a list of suggestions to members. The Wine & Alcohol Wall and 
the Gift Card Tree will be back by popular demand, chaired by Melinda Hubbard & Melanie Hoffman as well as 
the Special Raffle chaired by Donna Seitz. The committee has also hired auctioneer Susan Johnson again since 
she did such a great job last year. 
PR, Reservations, Table Decorations . . .

Public Relations Chair Terri Purtee-Stein will be promoting the event and the committee proposed advertis-
ing it in the Cincinnati Business Courier and Movers & Makers as well as our usual free print media. She will 
contact local television stations to see if they will interview a ZCC member on one of their televised community 
programs. Ellen Spaeth will be handling Registrations this year – past chair Joan Mettey will be a hard act to 
follow! Karen Crumley has agreed to handle the table decorations once more. And of course, our fearless leaders 
Gretchen Webb & Melinda Hepfner are once again co-chairing. 
At the next dinner meeting, there will be a sign-up sheet for members to volunteer to help at the event or con-
tribute their special talents to make the 2017 W&D a great event – our success depends on all club members 
participating. Melinda & Gretchen are already planning to have a big bash for Zonta’s centennial in 2019 (which 
will also be their last event chairing the committee)! Contact Melinda (mhepfner@hotmail.com or 513.289.3668) 
or Gretchen (gtwebb@cinci.rr.com or 513.233.2974) to see how you can contribute to our club’s biggest fundrais-
er of the year. The next W&D Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 18.

February 23rd Membership Meeting Recap

It was great to see everyone at the February meeting after our two-month winter break! Meghan Cummings, 
Executive Director of the Women’s Fund of the Greater Cincinnati Foundation gave an interesting presentation 
about the Women’s Fund and their work on behalf of women throughout Greater Cincinnati. President Pat Jude 
introduced the new Service Fund Grant program, which will be awarding four $500 ($2,000 total) grants twice 
yearly to 501(c)3 organizations whose projects benefit women and their mission aligns with that of Zonta. Grant 
application deadlines are March 1& September 1. Any applications received after those deadlines will be held for 
consideration in the next grant cycle. The club is depending on members to help spread the word about this new 
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program which is also being promoted via press releases. The grant criteria and application links are posted on 
its own page on the ZCC website (http://www.zonta-cinti.org/grant-program). 
Service Committee Chair Verna Tuttle updated members about current and upcoming club service projects, and 
W&D Committee Co-Chair Melinda Hepfner presented an update our annual fundraiser. Ellen Spaeth won the 
Split the Pot and donated her winnings to the club. ZCC member and Area 2 Director Terri Purtee-Stein pre-
sented information about the upcoming Area 2 Meeting in Elizabethtown, KY on Saturday, March 11.

Terri Purtee-Stein / Editor-Writer            Connie Kingsbury / Assistant Editor     

Connie Roesch / Writer                 Laura Delaney / Photographer             Jean Beirise / Graphics     

MARCH 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 Round 1 ZSF 
Apps Due

2 Service 
Comm Mtg,  
6 pm

3  4

5 6 ZCC Board 
Mtg, 6 pm

7 W&D Comm 
Mtg, 6:15 pm

8 ZI Rose/ 
International 
Women’s Day

9 Purple Light 
Walk Mtg, 12 
pm; Service 
Fund Board 
Mtg, 6 pm

10 11 Area 2 Mtg, 
Elizabethtown 
KY, 8:30 am

12 
Daylight 
Saving 
Time 
Begins

13 14 Withrow Z 
Club Birthing Kit 
Assembly 12:30 
pm; Norma 
Clark’s Birthday

15 Tender 
Mercies,  
5 pm 

16  17 St. 
Patrick’s 
Day

18

19 Connie 
Roesch’s 
Birthday

20  21 22 Dee 
Shaffer’s 
Birthday

23 ZCC Dinner 
Mtg/Convention 
Auction, 6 pm

24 Dawn 
Trammell’s 
Birthday

25 

26 27 28 29 Bethany 
House, 7 pm

30 31

APRIL 2017
1 April Fool’s 
Day

2 3 4 Membership 
Comm Mtg, 
11:30 am

5 6 VNA Caring 
Awards

7 8 New Mem. 
Orientation 
9:30 am

9 10 11 12 13 Purple Light 
Walk, 12 pm; 
Service Comm 
Mtg, 6 pm

14 Good 
Friday

15

16 Easter 17 18 Tax Day 
W&D Comm 
Mtg, 6:15 pm 

20 Woman’s 
City Club, 7 
pm

21 22 Earth Day

23 24 25 26 27 ZCC Dinner 
Mtg, 6 pm

28 29 Z Night at 
Churchhill 
Downs, 5 pm

30 Terri 
Purtee-
Stein’s 
Birthday


