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December Holiday Meeting

The Zonta Club of Cincinnati holiday elves were working overtime at our December 8 meeting, the last one of 
2016. (We won’t meet again until February 23 – Make sure to mark that date in your new 2017 calendars!)  For 
our Round Table, Laura Delaney led members in a demonstration of Tai Chi – Meditation in Motion, sharing 
moves to help with balance and with arthritis as well as relieving some holiday stress. 

In keeping with the spirit of the holiday season, members brought gifts to donate to the children at Families 
Forward. With festive efficiency, we stuffed Christmas stockings filled with personal care items and treats for the 
women at First Step Home. Thanks to those members who donated and participated in this holiday service proj-
ect which we know will brighten the season for these women and children in our community. Many members 
also brought cookies for Tender Mercies and Bethany House Services. A special shout-out to Verna Tuttle, Pat 
Jude, and Terri Purtee-Stein for organizing this project. Well done ladies! 

We also found time for the business portion of the meeting which contained a few very important items summa-
rized below:

1-Donna Seitz and Lori Burkhardt informed us of recent changes to our club bylaws necessitated by ZI Bylaw 
changes at this past summer’s ZI Convention. The updates discussed provide clarifying language as to the status 
of Z and Golden Z Clubs, specifically that they are (a) service programs formed and sponsored by a Zonta club 
and (b) that the sponsoring Zonta club shall pay a charter and annual renewal fee to ZI for the administration of 
the Z Club program. Lori reminded members that we all have access to the ZI International Bylaws, the ZI Club 
Manual, and the ZI Z and Golden Z Club Manuals by accessing the ZI website (www.zonta.org). 

Additionally, there was some discussion about a new ZI Resolution pilot project that creates a new membership 
category called Young Professionals Membership Category for the 2016-18 biennium. This category would allow 
for members under age 30 to pay only 50% of the international dues. Currently this would amount to a $40 
discount. This provision is not currently in our ZCC bylaws and won’t be until the pilot project is completed and 
evaluated in 2018. and a decision is made as to how to move forward. 

Many thanks to the Bylaws Committee members Donna, Lori, and Aimee Shinkle for their hard work to ensure 
our bylaws are up-to-date and for informing and educating the membership. To highlight the importance of 
these governing documents to our club, every member will be receiving digital copies of both the updated club 
and current Service Fund Bylaws soon. 

2- Connie Roesch, our CEDAW representative, announced that in the last few weeks, there has been renewed 
interest at Cincinnati City Hall in bringing forward an ordinance supporting the principles of CEDAW (Conven-
tion on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women) and providing $8,000 toward the cost of a gender 
analysis. This is very exciting news for our club since ZI has been so active in supporting the CEDAW treaty and 
Cities for CEDAW in the U.S. ZCC has played a leadership role in the local Cincinnati for CEDAW Communi-
ty Coalition (CCCC)), which Connie co-chairs. The CCCC is working closely with Vice-Mayor David Mann’s 
office as he is our primary sponsor for the ordinance. Before he moves the ordinance forward to City Council, 
the members of the Coalition are required to provide letters of intent for contributions to bridge the funding gap 
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of $17,000 as the total cost for the gender analysis is estimated at $25,000. If this ordinance passes, Cincinnati 
would be only the 7th city in the U.S. to pass a CEDAW ordinance (Pittsburgh just passed one on December 7, 
with Zonta Club of Pittsburgh taking an active role). 

Two motions were made and passed unanimously by the membership: 
 1/ To contribute $2,500 toward the cost of the gender analysis (this had been passed by the Service Fund   
     Board on November 29),
 2/ To provide a letter of intent to the Mayor, Vice-Mayor and Councilmembers of the City of Cincinnati      
         committing the $2,500 for the gender analysis and pledging ZCC’s continued support on the Coalition   
     and CEDAW agenda. (This was passed by the Zonta Club Board on December 5.) 

Connie informed members that we will need a critical mass of support from our membership when this ordi-
nance reaches City Council, which will probably be in January or February before our next general member 
meeting. At the appropriate time, emails will be sent to members requesting they send emails, write letters, and 
attend the City Council committee meeting where the item will be discussed and voted upon. Stay tuned for 
updates – very exciting times in moving toward full equality for women and girls in Cincinnati and so proud that 
ZCC is such a major part of this important local initiative. 

President Pat Jude reminded members about the new grant process that will be rolling out very soon. Pat wished 
everyone Happy Holidays and the meeting was adjourned, but not before members participated in a holiday 
cookie exchange. It was indeed a very fun, festive, and productive evening for the 33 members and guests who 
attended.  

Save the Date for the 2017 Area 2 Spring Meeting, March 11

The Zonta Club of Elizabethtown (Kentucky) will host the 2017 Area 2 spring meeting on Saturday, March 11. 
This is an opportunity for Zontians to share news and ideas about what other clubs are doing in our area. Area 2 
clubs include Cincinnati, Elizabethtown, Louisville, Paducah, and Springfield. ZCC member and Area 2 Director 
Terri Purtee-Stein will be leading the meeting. So, mark your calendars now and plan to attend!
 

8th Annual Human Traffic Awareness Day at the Capital
A group of ZCC members usually attends the Human Trafficking Awareness Day in Columbus to join the Zonta 
Club of Columbus to help raise awareness about the subject and promote Zonta. The 2017 event will be held on 
Thursday, February 2 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

New this year is the First Annual Ohio Youth Trafficking Prevention Summit on Friday, February 3 from 9:00 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and will focus on prevention and protection strategies.

Both events will be held in the Ohio Statehouse Atrium and hosted by State Representative Teresa Fedor. De-
tails to follow. Participation is free but tickets are required. For tickets, please register at Eventbrite https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/8th-annual-ohio-human-trafficking-awareness-day-youth-summit-tickets-28770533440 to 
keep-up-to-date with our speakers and program information. 

Contact Service Committee member Terri Purtee-Stein (tpurtee-stein@zonta-cinti.org; 513.252.5715) if you 
would like to attend so we can coordinate carpooling to Columbus.



Service Committee
The President-Elect Verna Tuttle, Chair of the Service Committee, convened a Service Committee meeting on 
December 1. In addition to Verna, other members of the Service Committee include President Pat Jude, Jean 
Beirise, Cathy Bruckert, Glenda Carota, Laura Delaney, Nan Hatch, Melinda Hepfner, Melanie Hoffman, 
Valerie Landell, Terri Purtee-Stein, Connie Roesch, Aimee Shinkle, Dawn Trammell, Gretchen Webb and 
Jane Wiehe.

In an effort to improve club communications with our service partners, we have assigned a service club  
committee member as a primary contact for each organization we support as follows:
 •  Bethany House – Laura Delaney
 •  Women Helping Women – Verna Tuttle
 •  Tender Mercies – Pat Jude 
 •  Visiting Nurse Association (VNA) – Valerie Landell
 •  Birthing Kits – Dawn Trammell & Jane Wiehe
 •  Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners (SANE) – Glenda Carota
 •  Families Forward – Cathy Bruckert
 •  Cincinnati Union Bethel – Verna Tuttle
 •  Sisters of Charity – Melanie Hoffman
 •  First Step Home – Melanie Hoffman & Verna Tuttle 
 •  Mary Magdalen House – Terri Purtee-Stein

Terri reported that the storefront window 
decoration service project at Mary Magdalen 
House has been switched from Fall/Thanksgiving 
to a Christmas holiday theme. The Withrow 
University High School Z Club plans to 
participate in the project on January 5 to switch to 
a Winter/Valentine’s Day theme. Mary Magdalen 
House will be moving next summer into shared 
facilities with other non-profit organizations and 
will no longer have storefront windows. She will 
check with them to determine if there are other 
service needs for ZCC participation.

The effectiveness of the social media blitz for the 16 days of activism was discussed. Thanks to Terri for the 
compelling posts for each of the 16 days (November 25-December 10), but it was noted that not many members 
shared those posts. If you belong to Facebook, please “LIKE” the Zonta Club of Cincinnati page so that you will 
receive ZCC FB posts on your timeline and can then share our messages with your own friends.

Other service committee initiatives discussed included CEDAW, the new grant process, the holiday service 
project, and a future tour at First Step Home. The Committee is also planning a couple of new project/events for 
2017: a “Men who Advocate” event, and a “Time for You” service project for women’s service organizations. Lots 
going on in this committee;  if you are interested in joining, the next meeting is scheduled for January 5, 2017.  
Please contact Verna Tuttle (513.460.1589; vernaandbill@yahoo.com) so that she can add you to the committee 
contact list. 
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Mary Magdalen House Christmas 
Window Display By Marilyn 

Herrmann and Terri Purtee-Stein



Membership Committee
The Membership Committee, led by Chair Dawn Trammell and Vice Chair Janet Bender, held a brief meeting 
on November 17 after the ZCC dinner meeting. Topics covered were selecting meeting and new member  
orientation dates. The next meeting will be on January 14 or 17; weather conditions will determine whether it 
will be a face-to-face meeting or a conference call. Other meeting dates are tentatively set for February 7 and 
April 11 at 11:00 a.m. in the Hyde Park location of Joseph-Beth Booksellers. The committee is also planning to 
host a meet and greet for potential new members, like the October 24 event at Coopers Hawk in Kenwood – stay 
tuned for confirmed dates and details.

Technology & Website Committee
Volunteer Webmaster Timothy Webb (twebb12@cinci.rr.com) - member Gretchen Webb’s husband) has been 
busy updating the security features for our Zonta website (www.zonta-cinti.org) and e-mail. The Members Area 
now requires a member log-in. Some members have already signed up and have been approved by Timothy. 
Simply use the information you entered before (name or e-mail+your own unique password), and you should be 
able to open the Members Area page and all other pages associated with that area. You should only have to do 
this once. 

If you have not signed up, please do so as soon as possible (a splash screen will appear if you try to access that 
area, but Tim says it’s self-explanatory). Hitting the Submit button will forward your request to Tim for approval 
(which he has promised to do quickly-just give him the time to retrieve your request from the server). Then you 
will receive an Approval of Request e-mail from him to let you know that you are now a Site Member. (FYI: The 
old password of Zontacinti will NOT work now unless you entered that password during your sign up as your 
own unique password. If you need assistance or have questions, please e-mail Tim (click on the Contact page 
link to him on the ZCC website) and he will try to answer whatever questions you may have.

Committee Chair Ellen Spaeth is working with the other committee members to update the website and coordi-
nate ZI’s brand colors and guidelines. Also on the committee are Nancy Downing, Pat Jude, Terri Purtee-Stein, 
and Connie Roesch. If you have trouble accessing your e-mail, please contact Ellen (espaeth@zonta-cinti.org; 
513.470.2270) or Terri (tpurtee-stein@zonta-cinti.org; 513.252.5715).

Z Club Update
The Lakota East Z Club is in the process of searching for a school advisor. We have been contacted by a sopho-
more student who wants to help rejuvenate the Z Club, so stay tuned for more details soon.

The Withrow University High School Z Club has been searching for the best meeting time for student members. 
They are planning to participate in decorating the Mary Magdalen House window service project on January 5 to 
switch from Christmas décor to winter/Valentine’s Day décor. 

Contact Z Club Chair Cathy Bruckert 
(cathy.bruckert@ef.com; 513.702.7686) 
if you’re interested in joining this committee.
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Lakota East High SchoolWithrow University
 High School



Young Women in Public Affairs Award Deadline 2/15/17
The Young Women in Public Affairs (YWPA) Award is a Zonta International program, funded by the Zonta 
International Foundation. The goal of the YWPA Award program is to encourage more young women to par-
ticipate in public affairs by recognizing a commitment to the volunteer sector, evidence of volunteer leadership 
achievements, and a dedication to empowering women worldwide through service and advocacy. Public affairs 
refer to all aspects of community life where decisions must be made about issues which relate to and affect com-
munities in which people live and work. Club winners receive $500 and are then forwarded to District 5 for a 
chance to win $1,000; district winners are then eligible to win $5,000 at the international level.

If you know of any aspiring young women who are committed to the volunteer sector and display evidence of 
volunteer leadership achievements and dedication to empowering women worldwide, be sure to let them know 
about the YWPA Award! Contact Scholarship Committee Chair Gretchen Webb (gtwebb@cinci.rr.com or 
513.233.2974) for details about the application process.

2016 Founder’s Day Celebration
At the 11/17 ZCC Founders Day dinner meeting, we honored 
member Norma Clark for her 60 years as a Zonta member. 
Past Governor Ellen Spaeth prepared and presented a video 
featuring Norma’s highlights of the past 60 years and several 
other Zontians talked about their memories of Norma. 

Treasurer Lori Burkhardt presented the October report and 
the reconciled Treasurers Report for 2016-17. Secretary and 
W&D Co-Chair Melinda Hepfner presented the October 
meeting minutes for approval.  She also gave an update of the 
2016 W&D results and plans for 2017. 

Birthing Kit Assembly Committee 
Birthing Kit Committee Co-Chairs Dawn Trammell and Jane Wiehe held a brief meeting on 12-8-16 imme-
diately following the ZCC dinner meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to determine the date for the 2017 
Birthing and Newborn Kit assembly and other meeting dates. Dates and details will be coming soon!

Zonta Club of Springfield’s Annual         
Christmas Auction
Laura Delaney, Terri Purtee-Stein, Donna Seitz, and Ellen Spaeth       
attended the Zonta Club of Springfield’s annual fundraiser on 
November 10. There were lots of silent and live auction items to bid 
on. Past ZI Treasurer and District 5 Governor Kathy Hughes was 
honored with their 2016 Woman of Distinction. 
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Norma Clark was honored at Founder’s Day 
for her 60 years as a member of our club

District 5 Governor Kathy Hughes and her daughter
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JANUARY 2017 

DECEMBER 2016

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 Service Comm 
Mtg, 6pm Zonta; 
Says NO to VAW; 
Cathy Bruckert’s 
Birthday

2 16 Days of 
Actvism

3 16 Days of 
Actvism

4 16 Days of 
Actvism

5 16 Days of 
Actvism

6 16 Days of 
Actvism

7 16 Days of 
Actvism

8 16 Days of 
Actvism; ZCC 
Holiday Dinner 
Mtg, 6 pm

16 Days of 
Actvism

10 Human 
Rights Day; 16 
Days of 
Actvism

11 Gretchen 
Webb’s 
Birthday

12 13 14 15 16 Ronda 
Deel’s 
Birthday

17

18 19 Robin 
Arthur’s 
Birthday

20 21 22 23 24 Christmas 
Eve

25 Christmas 
Day

26 27 28 29 30 31 New Years 
Eve

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 New Year’s 
Day

2 3 4 5 Mary 
Magdalen 
House, 10 am; 
Service Comm 
Mtg, 6 pm

6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
Membership 
Comm Mtg??

15 16 Martin 
Luther King, 
Jr.  Day

17 
Membership 
Committee 
Mtg-11 am ??

18 19 20 
Inauguration 
Day

21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31

Terri Purtee-Stein-Editor/Writer      Connie Kingsbury-Assistant Editor      

 Connie Roesch-Writer       Laura Delaney-Photographer
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December 2016

16 Days of Activism;

9    16 Days of 
Activism

January 2017
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FEBRUARY 2017

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 OH Human 
Trafficking 
Awareness Day, 
Columbus

3 Ohio Youth 
Trafficking  
Summit, 
Columbus, 
9am

4

5 6 7 
Membership 
Committee 
Mtg, 11 am

8 9 10 Valerie 
Landell’s 
Birthday; 
Julie 
Doppler’s 
Birthday

11

12 13 14 
Valentine’s 
Day

15 YWPA 
Apps Due

16  17 18

19 20 Presidents 
Day

21 22 23 ZCC Dinner 
Mtg, 6 pm

24 25

26 27 28

MARCH 2017

1 Round 1 
ZSF Apps 
Due

2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Area 2 Mtg, 
Elizabethtown, 
KY

12 Daylight 
Saving Time 
Begins

13 14 15 Bethany 
House, 7 pm

16 17 St. 
Patrick’s 
Day

18

19 Connie 
Roesch’s 
Birthday

20 21 22 Dee 
Shaffer’s 
Birthday

23 ZCC Dinner 
Mtg/Convention 
Auction, 6 pm

24 Dawn 
Trammell’s 
Birthday

25

26 27 28 29 30 31

Terri Purtee-Stein-Editor/Writer      Connie Kingsbury-Assistant Editor      

 Connie Roesch-Writer       Laura Delaney-Photographer
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