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WELCOME BACK – Membership Meeting February 23

We hope your 2017 has started out well and welcome our members back to the first dinner meeting of the new 
year on Thursday, February 23, 6:00 p.m. at Clovernook Country Club. Ellen Spaeth will be leading an infor-
mative Technology Roundtable beginning at 6pm sharp. Our keynote speaker for the meeting is Meghan Cum-
mings, Executive Director of the Women’s Fund of the Greater Cincinnati Foundation. Meghan will tell us about 
the mission and accomplishments of the Women’s Fund and their work on behalf of women throughout Greater 
Cincinnati. Meghan Cummings has a broad and extensive background in fundraising, having held positions with 
One Sight, the Center for Chemical Addictions Treatment, and the Alzheimer’s Association of Greater Cincin-
nati. She is past President of the Greater Cincinnati Chapter of the Association of Fundraising Professionals and 
was named to the 2014 Class of the Cincinnati Business Courier’s Forty under 40. The Women’s Fund is a partner 
with the Zonta Club of Cincinnati and other civic groups on the Cincinnati for CEDAW Coalition.  

In addition to routine business, other agenda topics include discussion of our biennial goals, updates from vari-
ous committees, and information about our first round of Service Fund Grants under the new competitive pro-
cess. Please make plans to join us for this informative meeting as we get back into the swing of things for 2017, 
and as always, please consider inviting a friend or two to introduce them to our club.  Just think, by the time we 
have our next meeting it will be less than 30 days until Spring!     

District 5 Area 2 Spring Meeting Saturday, March 11 

Save the date of March 11 to attend the Area 2 Spring meeting hosted by the Zonta Club of Elizabethtown. In 
addition to updates about what’s happening with Zonta International and District 5, membership, and the ZI 
Foundation we will hear about a special project that aligns with ZI’s service projects, and focus on using technol-
ogy to help club members reach our ZI and District biennial goals. 

RSVP by March 4
Be sure to check your e-mail in the next few days for your invitation with more detailed information. Contact 
Area 2 Director Terri Purtee-Stein (513.252.5715; tpurtee-stein@zonta-cinti.org) for more information and to 
set up carpooling arrangements. 

Service Committee Updates

During the holiday/winter break, the ZCC Service Committee has continued to meet, holding a phone confer-
ence meeting on January 5 and a meeting at the VNA on February 9. The Service Committee has lots of irons in 
the fire working on some of our usual projects such as Everybody’s Birthday Party at Bethany House, Birthing 
Kit assembly, and advocacy projects such as Purple Light Walk, Human Trafficking and CEDAW, but also some 
new initiatives in the planning process. These include a Time for You service project for women in temporary 
housing and an activism and branding event to coincide with the next 16 Days of activism in November 2017. 
The goal of this event is to highlight Zonta’s mission, attract new and younger members, and gain the support of 
men in our advocacy efforts.
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On January 17, Service Committee member Melanie Hoffman scheduled a tour for ZCC members of First Step 
Home (FSH), a temporary shelter for addicted women and their children. Besides Melanie, other ZCC members 
touring were Jean Beirise, Mary Clare Hill, and Terri Purtee-Stein. Jeanne Cole, Maternal Services Coordina-
tor, and Cindy Fischer, HR Manager from FSH met with our group and talked about First Step Home services/
clientele and we answered their questions about Zonta. An additional tour is being planned so that more of our 
members can see these facilities first-hand and learn more about FSH’s programs. FSH expressed an interest in 
having us possibly plan a baby shower for their expectant mothers and which would be right up our alley.  More 
information to follow as we solidify plans for another tour and potential service project.

Upcoming March Service Projects
The ever-popular Beauty Night at Tender Mercies in Over-the Rhine will be hosted by the ZCC on March 15 
beginning at 5pm. We need volunteers to help give manicures, provide snacks, and other fun things for this 
event. Contact Pat Jude (pjude12344@hotmail.com; 513.545.6154) for more information or to volunteer. 

The next Bethany House Everybody’s Birthday Party is scheduled for March 29 (rescheduled from 3/15) at 
7pm. Two more volunteers are needed for this date. Future dates: Wednesdays - May 17, July 19 and October 
18. Three volunteers are needed each date. Contact Laura Delaney (ldelaney@zonta-cinti.org; 513.922.4851) to 
volunteer or for more information. 

The Birthing Kit Assembly Day tentative date is Saturday, April 29, at a new location this year at Forest Dale 
Church of Christ, 604 West Kemper Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45246. The club has budgeted enough money to 
assemble a minimum of 500 birthing kits and 120 newborn kits. Stay tuned for more details!

If you want to be part of planning and executing this active and interesting Service Committee agenda, please 
contact Chair Verna Tuttle (vernaandbill@yahoo.com; 513.460.1589) so that she can add you to the committee 
contact list. In addition to Verna, other members of the Service Committee include President Pat Jude, Jean 
Beirise, Cathy Bruckert, Glenda Carota, Laura Delaney, Nan Hatch, Melinda Hepfner, Melanie Hoffman, 
Valerie Landell, Connie Roesch, Terri Purtee-Stein, and Gretchen Webb. 

Scholarship Committee - 

Reminder: Young Women in Public Affairs Award Deadline 2/15
The Young Women in Public Affairs (YWPA) Award is a Zonta International program, funded by the Zonta 
International Foundation. The goal of the YWPA Award program is to encourage more young women to par-
ticipate in public affairs by recognizing a commitment to the volunteer sector, evidence of volunteer leadership 
achievements, and a dedication to empowering women worldwide through service and advocacy. Public affairs 
refer to all aspects of community life where decisions must be made about issues which relate to and affect com-
munities in which people live and work. Club winners receive $500 and are then forwarded to District 5 for a 
chance to win $1,000; district winners are then eligible to win $5,000 at the international level.

If you know of any aspiring young women who are committed to the volunteer sector and display evidence of 
volunteer leadership achievements and dedication to empowering women worldwide, be sure to let them know 
about the YWPA Award! Contact Scholarship Committee Chair Gretchen Webb (gtwebb@cinci.rr.com or 
513.233.2974) or click on this link (http://foundation.zonta.org/Our-Programs/Educational-Programs/Young-
Women-in-Public-Affairs-Award) for details about the application process.



Jane M. Klausman Women in Business Applications Now Available - Due 5/15
The JMK applications are now available (http://www.zonta.org/Global-Impact/Education/Women-in-Busi-
ness-Scholarship) and must be submitted to the ZCC by May 15. The Zonta International Jane M. Klausman 
Women in Business Scholarships, first awarded in 1998, are open to women enrolled in at least the second year 
of an undergraduate program through the final year of a Master’s program in business, leading to a business 
management career. The program is designed to encourage women to enter careers and to seek leadership posi-
tions in business-related fields in their communities and throughout the world. The Jane M. Klausman Women 
in Business Scholarships look to the women of today to be the leaders of tomorrow.

Service Fund Grants  
Applications Now Available – Due 3/1
The Service Fund Board put the finishing touches on the grant criteria and application. There will be four $500 
grants awarded per cycle, with two cycles per year. Application due dates are March 1 and September 1.

President Pat Jude has distributed an e-mail with more detailed information about the criteria and application. 
Please share these with other 501 (c) 3 organizations whose missions align with Zonta’s mission of empowering 
women through service and advocacy. These two document have also been posted on the ZCC website (http://
www.zonta-cinti.org/grant-program). Letters will also go out to our current service partners so that they are 
aware of our new process. The due date for the first award cycle is March 1, 2017. 

Z Club Update

The Withrow University High School Z Club has been busy recruiting members and trying to find the best 
day to hold meetings. Z Club Advisor Lakisha Porter brought Z Club members Ciara Moore and Nya Wil-
liams-Jones to the Mary Magdalen House to participate in the ZCC window decorating project. They did a great 
job - see the results in the picture below!
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Mary Magdalen House Winter Valentines Window Display 
By Withrow Z Club Members Ciarra Moore and Nya Williams-Jones, 
Z Club Advisor Lakisha Porter and ZCC’s Terri Purtee-Stein

Withrow University
 High School



Women’s Rights March in Washington, D.C. & Cincinnati

In the weeks prior to 1/22/17, many Zontians requested guidance from ZI regarding the Women’s March on 
Washington. Below is an excerpt from ZI’s response letter dated January 7, 2017:

In December 2016, Zonta International was made aware of the Women’s March to Washington to take place in 
January 2017, and there were questions about whether Zonta International supports the march and encourages 
Zontians to participate in it. 
In the study of the purpose of the march, ZI found that different sources claim different main reasons for it. From 
political reasons, as a protest of the results of the presidential elections, to the reasons given by human rights activists 
to make visible that women’s rights are human rights and shall be respected. 
Around 150 organizations have signed for partnership with Women’s March on Washington (see the whole list 
https://www.womensmarch.com/partners/ ) Their vision and mission (https://www.womensmarch.com/mission/) 
indicates the reaction to the rhetoric used during the past election regarding multiple groups, and the commitment to 
honor the champions of human rights, dignity and justice in the spirit of democracy. The mission statement includes 
also a call on all defenders of human rights to join the march. 
Based on the knowledge about the march in December, Zonta International decided that the march was an opportu-
nity for our members to increase awareness about our Zonta Says No to Violence Against Women campaign and to 
promote the objects of Zonta International.  Participation in the march should be on a voluntary basis, and should 
at no moment compromise Zonta International’s policy of being non-partisan and non-sectarian. 

Keeping ZI’s guidelines in mind, Area 2 Director Terri Purtee-Stein, ZCC President Pat Jude, and ZCC Presi-
dent-Elect Verna Tuttle attended the march. (Please keep in mind that we attended as individuals-not represen-
tatives of Zonta.) It was an exciting and peaceful event with so many people – men, women, and children – an 
estimated crowd of 500,000 in Washington, D.C. alone. There were numerous speakers who presented eloquent 
speeches about women’s rights. We ran into several people from Ohio and a few from Cincinnati. Although we 
were not able to find them, there were several other Zontians from around the country who attended and carried 
the Zonta Says No to Violence Against Women banner. 

There was also an event in Washington Park here in Cincinnati. We heard there was a very large crowd here 
as well and a few ZCC members attended. Below are pictures from both the Washington, DC and Cincinnati 
events.
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Pat Jude photographing the event in Washington D.C.
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Terri Purtee-Stein with the sign she carried at the Washington, D.C. March

Verna Tuttle’s sign for the Washington, D.C. March
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FEBRUARY 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 OH Human 
Trafficking 
Awareness 
Day,Columbus, 
8:30am

3 Ohio Youth 
Trafficking  
Summit, 
Columbus, 
9am

4

5 6 ZCC Board 
Mtg 6pm

7 Membership 
Committee 
Mtg, 11am

8 9 Purple Light 
Walk Mtg, 
Noon; Service 
Comm Mtg, 
6pm

10 Valerie 
Landell &  
Julie 
Doppler’s 
Birthdays

11

12 13 14 Valentine’s 
Day

15 YWPA 
Apps Due 

16  17 18

19 20 Pres’ Day 
Birthing Kit 
Comm Conf 
Call 7pm

21 22 23 ZCC Dinner 
Mtg, 6pm

24 25 Finance 
Comm Mtg

26 27 28

MARCH 2017
1 Round 1 
ZSF Apps 
Due 

2 3 4

5 6 ZCC 
Board Mtg, 
6pm

7 8 9 Service 
Fund Board 
Mtg, 6pm

10 11 Area 2 
Mtg 8:30am 
Elizabeth-
town, KY

12 
Daylight 
Saving 
Time 
Begins

13 14 15 Tender 
Mercies, 
5pm 

16 17 St. 
Patrick’s Day

18

19 
Connie 
Roesch’s 
Birthday

20 21 22 Dee 
Shaffer’s 
Birthday 

23 ZCC 
Dinner Mtg/
Convention 
Auction, 6pm

24 Dawn 
Trammell’s 
Birthday

25

26 27 28 29 Bethany 
House, 7pm 

30 31
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